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WCC 2022, Leipzig, Program Friday, June 3, 2022 
 
SUBJECT:  TRANSFORMATION: LIVING AND LIVABLE WATER LANDSCAPE 

Keynotes 20‘ each, Greetings 10‘ each 
5 lectures per session 15‘ each 

 
MODERATOR: Ulrich Hörning 
 
Black = national referent 
Blue = international referent 
 
 

08:30 - 
08:40 

GWFr1 Greeting 

Susanna Karawanskij, Minister for Infrastructure and Agriculture, Free State of Thuringia 

08:45 - 
09:05 

KeyFr1 "Fluid Thinking" – as a liberation to resilience and climate justice 

Prof. Dr. Herbert Dreiseitl, Landscape architect, DREISEITL consulting GmbH 

09:10 - 
09:30 

KeyFr2 Reshaped canals for a better urban future: Six key qualities of effective inland waterways 

Thomas Vonier, former President, Union Internationale des Architectes (UIA) 

09:35 - 
09:55 

KeyFr3 Power-coupling Innovators to Accelerate Green Boating: An entrepreneurial deep-dive into the value chain of 
innovators across zero emission boating & infrastructure – seen from the Nordic region 

Birgit Liodden, Founder, Chief Executive Officer, The Ocean Opportunity Lab (TOOL); Chair person, Norwegian Association for 
Environmental Boats, former Director of “Nor-Shipping” Fair 

10:00 -
10:10 

Discussion 10‘ 

10:10 - 
10:30 

Coffee break 20‘ 

10:35 - 
10:55 

KeyFr4 Urban blue space and health: A road map from canals regeneration 

Sebastien Chastin, Professor of Health Behaviour Dynamics: People, Places, Systems; School of Health and Life Sciences, 
Glasgow Caledonian University 

11:00 - 
11:20 

KeyFr5 400 Years of History Continued. How We Saved Germany’s Oldest Canal and What Was Learned in the Process 

Prof. Hartmut Ginnow-Merkert, Chairman, Friends of the Finow Canal Society 

11:25 -
11:45 

KeyFr6 Anyone can do Water!? Qualification Needs of the Engineers and Specialists of Tomorrow 

Prof. Dr. André Niemann, University of Duisburg-Essen 

11:50 - 
12:10 

KeyFr7 Closing 

Wolfram Günther, Saxonian State Minister Energy, Climate, Environment and Agriculture (VIDEO MESSAGE) 

12:15 -
12:25 

Discussion 10‘ 

12:30 - 
13:30 

Lunch break 60‘ 

 SESSION 1 

SUSTAINABLE 
INFRASTRUCTURE  
OF/ALONG WATERWAYS 

SESSION 2 

WATER IN THE CITY I 

SESSION 3 

WATER IN THE CITY II 

SESSION 4 

CORPORATE AND CIVIC 
ENGAGEMENT 

13:30 - 
13:45 

Emission-free operation of ferries 
– on the status of the 
electrification of shipping  

Rainer Altmeppen, Segment Leader 
Ports & Maritime, STEMMANN-
TECHNIK GmbH 

Urban Waters. Modern water 
decentered 

Prof. Dr. Ina Dietzsch, Institute 
for European Ethnology and 
Cultural Anthropology, Philipps-
University of Marburg 

Rivers in metropolitan areas: 
Gateways to sustainability 

Dr. Christine Baumgärtner, 
Stuttgart Region Association 

Global Water Partnership 
supports Armenia to achieve 
SDG 6 targets 

Alisa Savadyan, Global Water 
Partnership Armenia 

13:50 - 
14:05 

PIANC WG 219: Guidelines for 
inland waterways infrastructure to 
facilitate tourism 

Sharon Leighton, Vice-President, 
Inland Waterways International (IWI) 

New life in the old docks and 
the re-opening of the 
Nederschelde in the city centre 
of Ghent 

Rudy Van der Ween, President, 
Inland Waterways International 
(IWI); Promotor water tourism, 
City of Gent 

Modern waterways for 
traditional water tourism in 
Leipzig 

Jens Betcke, häfner jiménez 
betcke jarosch 
landschaftsarchitektur gmbh 

The Waterway link from 
Leipzig – a vision that 
reinvents itself again and 
again 

Dr. Sabine Heymann, 
Chairwoman of the board, 
Wasser-Stadt-Leipzig e.V. 

14:10 - 
14:25 

Improvement of wastewater-
treatment and stormwater-
management for better water 
quality in urban area waterways – 
Developments and experiences in 
Leipzig 

Dr. Ulrich Meyer, Chief Technology 
Officer, Leipzig Waterworks 

Tbilisi – Sustainable 
Waterfront Revitalization 
Project 

Giorgi Maisuradze & Iva 
Vasadze, Transport and Urban 
Development Agency (TUDA), 
City of Tbilisi 

The bridge in Tczew linking 
the past and modern times 

Jakub Obszański, Environmental 
Engineering and Architectur, 
Faculty of Civil, Bydgoszcz 
University of Science and 
Technology 

Brook Restoration with 
Citizens – Examples of the 
Metropolitan Region of 
Hamburg 

Dr. Ludwig Tent, Edmund 
Siemers-Foundation 

14:30 - 
14:45 

Discussion 15‘ 

14:45 - 

15:15 

Break 30‘ 

15:15 - 
16:00 

Closing ceremony  

with baton handover to the next host 

16:05 - 
16:25 

Closing speech 

Rudy Van der Ween, President, Inland Waterways International (IWI) 

16:30 - 
16:50 

Closing words 

Burkhard Jung, Mayor, City of Leipzig 

16:50 Conclusion of the conference 

 


