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Lignite with "high technologies" of its 

time as an important economic factor
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Serious environmental pollution from the lignite industry

to the detriment of the quality of life



RPV LEIPZIG-WESTSACHSEN
Regionale Planungsstelle

Prof. Dr. Andreas Berkner WCC World Canals Conference

Leipzig 31.05.2022

5

Wastewater discharge in 1989 from 

lignite refinement into the Gösel River
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Mining planning concepts from the "cabinet of horrors" of the 1980s
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“Alien landscapes" and new planning 

approaches of the 1990s
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Landscape transformation between 

1850, 1930, 1990 and 2020
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Running waters with current problem findings 
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Nature conservation and water tourism between compatibility and field of conflict
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From Karl Heine to the connection to the Saale - a doubly "long way"
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The „Lake Cloverleaf“ in the South of Leipzig – Situation in 1991 and 2016 13
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From prohibition to release for use - Lake Störmthal 2014 
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KAP ZWENKAU 1996/2013/2017Tangible change - KAP Zwenkau 1996 and 2017
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Highfield Festival on the Magdeborn Peninsula 2016
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Göhren Island - Nature Refuge and Process Conservation Laboratory  
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FERROPOLIS – Industrial Heritage and event location 
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Vereinigtes Schleenhain open-cast mine and Lippendorf power plant –

a discontinued model
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Hambach opencast mine and Inden Lake model in the 

Rhenish mining area
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The "Cottbus Baltic" - water management challenge in Lusatia
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Not everything always goes well –
landslides at Amsdorf opencast mine 2014 and Knappensee 2021
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Everything done right - flood protection at Lake Zwenkau - three and a half weeks 

between inauguration and flood event



RPV LEIPZIG-WESTSACHSEN
Regionale Planungsstelle

Prof. Dr. Andreas Berkner WCC World Canals Conference

Leipzig 31.05.2022

Rivers have memory - breakthroughs Mulde 2013 and Inde 2021
28
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Not a pleasant experience - canoe park lock, in operation since 2013, closed due to 
geotechnical problems 2021
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The Geiseltalsee - currently the largest artificial lake in Germany
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Flood water pipeline from active to rehabilitation mining –
key water management decision für unsere Region
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Challenge of climate change - dry Parthe 2018 and establishment of a control centre for 
water management 
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Coal phase-out is not happening everywhere at the same speed –
opencast mine and Turow power plant in Poland  - understanding for our neighbours
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A collegial professional dialogue consists of listening, understanding and responding to 
each other. 



RPV LEIPZIG-WESTSACHSEN
Regionale Planungsstelle

Prof. Dr. Andreas Berkner WCC World Canals Conference

Leipzig 31.05.2022

Concluding thoughts

The development of new water landscapes is highly complex, with each case being different and thus 

hardly any "blueprints" available.

To shape the "post-coal landscapes" we need patience and "staying power". Many things will be more 

expensive and take longer than we would like.

Development does not work without mistakes. 80% of our decisions so far have been good. 20% we would 

have done differently with today's knowledge.

The focus must always be on cooperation and a struggle for the best solution to the problem between all 

parties involved - no one has a "privilege to be right". 

At Leipziger Neuseenland we are "right in the middle of the development" - please come again to 

accompany our further journey. 

Congresses like this one offer an excellent platform for exchanging experiences and learning from each 

other - finally with personal encounters again.

We all hope and wish very much that peace will soon prevail in Europe and that people will talk to each 

other instead of shooting at each other as in Russia's current invasion of Ukraine. 
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Thank you, „Glückauf und Ahoi“!


