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Scotland’s canals in the 

twenty-first century. 

Tackling the climate crisis and 

health inequalities through innovation.



Our Canal Network



What we care for



Our journey

£1.53bn
Economic value
since 2002

9,078
Housing units built

8,415 
FTE jobs 

since 2010

9,218 
Temp construction 

jobs since 2010

20m 
Visits per year 



Our Decline



@C_Topley

Case study: Transforming 

North Glasgow

Together 



Creating a shared vision 



Spiers Locks now

Dancepoint 

Studios

New bridge





The Claypits: Glasgow's Local Nature Reserve
Creative use of unused, unloved land and suds ponds.

Delivering a shared vision 



Glasgow’s Smart Canal

£17m
Invested

3,500 
New homes

55,000 
Cubic metres of water
(22 Olympic Swimming Pools)

110  
Hectares of land

Unlocked 



Health impact 

10% 
Lower risk of obesity

15% 
Lower risk of suffering stroke, 

hypertension & cardiovascular 

disease

12% 
Lower risk of diabetes

Living within 700m of a canal which has undergone major regeneration is connected to

3%
Annual decline in mortality rates in urban areas

within 500m of a canal which has undergone

major regeneration since 2002

Research by Glasgow 

Caledonian University has 

found:



Community benefits 

New events connecting the 

community & bolstering the local 

economy

New 

neighbours 

moved into 

the area 

Community co-op set up  



Sharing the results 

1 COP 

Event 

Hosted at the

Scottish Government  

Climate Ambition Zone  

451
Attendees
(in person/online)

38.98m
Press reach 

Re-imagining 18th century infrastructure to 

address flood risk, stimulate investment & 

tackle health inequalities.

Including CEO, 

chairs, directors & 

elected members 

from USA, Europe, 

New Zealand, Japan 

Coverage in 151 

countries including 

China, Germany & 

Portugal   



Why is this important? 



Our beloved Falkirk Wheel



Reimagined and regenerated



A community asset 



How do we help the rest of 

Scotland (and the world) 

learn from our journey? 
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